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alive.  Their words  appeared   good  unto the poet; and the
Book of Wassail is the result.

This canto in followed by that containing the eulogy of
the reigning sovereign Sultan Selim, after which Rewani
approaches his proper subject. But first we get, in two pre-
fatory cantos, the legend concerning the first planting of the
grape-vine, and that of the discovery of wine and its virtues.
The grape-vine, it seems, was in the beginning planted by
Adam that it might gladden the world; but Satan came and
slew a peacock beside it and watered it with the blood.
When the leaves began to sprout, Satan returned and slew
an ape, with whose blood he again watered it. When the fruit
appeared, Satan came again and slew a lion and watered it
with the blood. And when the fruit was over, he came yet
a fourth time and slew a pig, watering it with the blood
as before. All this trouble was taken by the devil, and all
this blood shed, in order that wine might be a promoter
of discord and strife among the sons of men. The actual
result, however, according to the poet, is this. When a man
has drunk a cup or two he becomes gay, talks freely, and
disports himself after the fashion of a peacock: when he
has drunk somewhat more deeply, he becomes tricky and
mischievous like an ape: when he has drunk deeper yet, he
grows obstreperous and irascible, as it were a lion: and
when he has made himself dead-drunk, he is filthy and
bestial as a pig.l Here the poet has a few lines in condem-

1 This idea of the division of drunkenness into four degiees typified by
four different animals was familiar also to medieval Europe. The animals
chosen weie, with one exception, the same; the peacock does not figure in
the Western series, but is replaced by the sheep, which is absent from the Eastern.
In old French literature the expressions 'avoir vin de lyon,' cvin de singe,'
cvin de mouton,' and cvin de porceau,' are often met; these were usually
represented in English by the phiases cto be lion-drunk,' cape-drunk,' csheep-
duink,' and csow-drunk.' In the West these teims were sometimes taken to
indicate not so much the degrees of drunkenness as the effect produced by